SUNDAY, MAY 15
In October 2021, Pope Francis announced a world – wide project called “For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation and Mission”.
“Synodality” means a way of life in the Church whereby everyone, whether as a cleric or lay
person, is recognized as a Disciple of Christ through whom the Holy Spirit speaks. Bishop Joseph and
Father Peter acted upon that announcement and requested all parishioners in our Diocese to meet in
small groups and discuss issues relating to many aspects of the operation of the Diocese and Parishes.
That has been done. A written Report dated March 31, 2022 was submitted to them. It recommends
some changes to the operation of the Diocese and the Parishes. That Report will be on the Parish
website and is available as a hard copy when you leave the Church today. You are encouraged to read
it and, through a process of personal discernment, consider its ramifications for your discipleship.
Over the course of the next few Sundays, a part of the Report will be summarized in
announcements like this one. These announcements are intended to help you understand synodality
as a way of life in the Church, at the practical Parish level. It may lead us to improve our participation
in the mission of the Church, the Diocese and the Parish.
It is to be emphasized that the principles of synodality, and the recommendations in the
Report, are compliant with the governing principles of the Church – the Commandments, the
Beatitudes and the Vision Statement of the Parish. They respect the authority of the Bishop and the
Priest, but recommend that all activity, by them, or the laity, be carried out in a spirit of transparency
and accountability. The path of synodality in this Parish is not a departure from traditional
Catholicism. Rather, it is an application of accepted principles to a changing world.
The weekly announcements will relate to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

the Parish Website as the Informational Centre of the Parish;
the Importance of the Parish Council;
the Culture of Volunteerism in the Parish;
the Growth of the Church in the Community;
the Preparation of a Plan of Action for the Parish;
the Importance of Equal Treatment of all Persons; and
the Use of Technology in the Diocese

Like the Report itself, the announcements will be on the Parish website, with copies available
at the doors to the Church. You are asked to listen to them prayerfully, with the love of the Holy Spirit
in your heart.

